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   FEDERACIÓN ARGENTINA DE             ASOCIACIONES 

   DE PROFESORES DE INGLÉS

                 Personería Jurídica 133 "F"  

FAAPI’s NEWSLETTER 22
January, February, March
Dear all:

We wish you all the best and most successful academic year ever! We do know that it’s hard enough to get back into working pace after the languorous hot summer days we have been having. However it’s time to start moving and shake up! Otherwise, what kind of holidays shall we have next year? 
By now most of you may have received the summons to the Annual General Meeting to convene in Córdoba on April 24th, 2010. If you haven’t you may consult it on our website.
Meanwhile we will avail ourselves of  this  chance to remind you  the most important points to bear in mind. This year the EC positions to be elected are:
President

Vice President- as Gustavo González, APIBA, resigned the position as from March 1st.

Treasurer

Member 2

Substitute Member 2

Substitute Member 1- as  Claudia Ottonello, APICU, resigned as from October 2009

Auditing Member

So many positions to bring or send nominations for! Remember it is the Associations who nominate candidates to the different positions and there is enough time for the affiliates to start thinking of the candidates that might fill the position profile and might be interested in any of them, consult them and bring their nominations together with a note subscribed by the nominee accepting the position. 

Because of technological advances and the need to cut down on expenses most of the urgent issues are either consulted by e-mail and/ or web meetings, which makes voluntary work much more efficient and less time-consuming. 
Don’t miss out on this great chance of sharing  with your peer  member associations the responsibility of participating in the AGM and making the decisions that ensure FAAPI’s  institutional organization! We are looking forward to seeing all the affiliates represented on July 24th!

***

 By the way, last February our website had a record 7391 visits! A figure that shows increasing interest which we hope to have satisfied.
***
XXXV FAAPI Conference 2010
Venue:  Pabellón Las Américas. UNC. Córdoba, Argentina  

Topic:    EFL and Art: learning English with all our senses. 
Date:      September, 23rd thru 25th 2010
You may already have seen the Call For Papers and the Registration Forms on our website which has also a direct link to ACPI’s.

On their latest update ACPI EC has already confirmed the following plenary speakers: 

            Herbert PUCHTA (Sponsored by CUP) – Plenario de apertura
            Ana Marina SUAREZ (UNL) – Plenario disertante argentino
     Panel sobre la Enseñanza del Inglés en la Escuela Primaria Pública:
            Cristina BANFI (Secretaría de Educación GCBA)
            María Alicia MALDONADO de CHIZZINI MELO (IES Alte. Brown, Santa  Fe) 
            María Cristina THOMSON de GRONDONA WHITE (ex Profesora ENS Sofía                    
            Broquén de Spangerberg, Pcia. de Bs As)
            Susana LIRUSO (UNC)

ACPI EC are also negotiating  other speakers with  Fulbright, USA Embassy, British Council and several publishing houses.

***

Please, take note and spread this wonderful  piece of news:

IATEFL HARROGATE ONLINE

If you can't make it to the conference, join us for IATEFL Harrogate Online!

http://iatefl.britishcouncil.org/2010
IATEFL Harrogate Online is British Council / IATEFL partnership which offers free, interactive coverage of this year's Harrogate IATEFL Conference. 

The 2010 Harrogate IATEFL Conference takes place between 7th to 11th April and online activity has already started.

Visit the Harrogate Online website http://iatefl.britishcouncil.org/2010
for news, moderated discussion forums and video sessions and interviews

- join in and be part of the conference!

Last year over 20,000 teachers took part in Cardiff Online and watched over 10,000 hours of video sessions recorded as part of the IATEFL Online project. This year, you'll be able to watch the conference coverage live.

We look forward to bringing you all the action as it happens!

Gavin Dudeney (Honorary Secretary, IATEFL) Julian Wing (British Council Harrogate Online Project Manager) Nik Peachey (IATEFL Online Editor)


                     ***

We are proud to announce that Analía Kandel, APIBA’s current EC President, will be attending IATEFL Conference Associate’s Day on behalf of FAAPI so the Federation will be represented for the second year in a row.
***

We are thrilled to announce that Asociación de Profesores de Inglés de Misiones is being resuscitated and has already elected the  EC in charge of its legal reinstatement so we will hopefully be able to welcome them officially in our next Annual General Meeting 2011 but personally at the Informal Meeting during FAAPI XXXV Conference 2010. And thus FAAPI marches on...

                                                             ***

FAREWELL

     When I was honoured with the appointment to chair the EC, I assumed it both in  awe and humility, but also with the conviction of its fundamental role in the education of our country because although I am just a professional teacher of English I worked at all levels and several positions  in our official system of education. Don’t wince at the word! “Just“ is something other professionals lightly apply to our major. Even government officials do! Perhaps because of the fact that in the past (?), there were so many non qualified teachers of English in our country and very few actually committed to the importance of education in English as a means to acquiring  logical thinking skills,  so  effectively eroded in the  dark years of tyranny in Argentina. 

     I leave the position with the same feeling of awe and humility for in these four consecutive two-year  periods FAAPI has grown and strengthened mainly because of  all those who have stoically collaborated to that end sharing the same conviction. On saying this, I refer to our affiliate Teacher Associations who usually on the motivation of a committed bunch of volunteers manage to hold not only  the wonderful Conferences we have attended year after year, but also important local academic courses and events  enabled by a growing academic national communication  network among them.

    There is and there will always be so much more to be done! Because education has to be adaptive to the needs of society to enable not only  its future but  its well-being as well, we have to be resilient enough to keep  attuned  to those needs. But as long as Education is approached from the notion of the Federation’s founding principles, it will be possible. The continuity and reinforcement of our professional commitment and bonds  will no doubt continue to foster the growth of the Federation as an institution at the service of its affiliates, the teaching profession and our country. 

    Pledging myself to continue to  support every effort to that purpose,  I thank you all for the honour and collaboration granted. 
Norma Beatriz BOETSCH de MORAGA
***
MISCELLANEA
Now a pinch of humour:
For anyone who gets confused about proper grammar and writing, we offer from the Internet the following tip sheet.
                                            “How to write good“:

· It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.

· Contractions aren’t necessary.

· The passive voice is to be avoided.

· Prepositions are not the words to end sentences with.

· Be more or less specific.

· Who needs rhetorical questions?

· Exaggeration is a billion times more worth than understatement.

· What do fish say when they hit a concrete wall? ...Dam!
· What do you get from a pampered cow? ...Spoiled milk.

· What do you see about cheese that isn’t yours? ...Nacho cheese.

· What do you say about four bullfighters in quicksand? Quattro sinko.

· What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite.

· The state trooper pulled up alongside a speeding car and was shocked to see the little old lady at the wheel was knitting. The officer switched on his lights and sounded his siren but the driver was oblivious. So the trooper cranked up the bullhorn and yelled to the woman, “Pull over.“

“No,“ the old lady shouted back. “Cardigan.“

From Reader’s Digest “Laughter the Best Medicine II“
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