FAAPI’s NEWSLETTER 2
April 04 

Dear all:
We wanted this Newsletter to come out a bit earlier, but however hard we tried we couldn’t make it as we felt we had to get to you with the latest developments in the Federation. 

All the news is not good since APISN- Asociacion de Profesores de Inglés de San Nicolás- finally confirmed they would not be up to the challenge they had initially undertaken for their Executive Committee was decimated by some of their members’ need to move to other cities, and the poor response their Assembly summons received. So, this year we will not have the great event we had expected but, who knows, we may still get two or three geographically close Associations to get together and organize something in a smaller scale that will enable them to host it in suitable premises and catering to the needs of the teachers in their area. Our hearts go to APISN wishing them a prompt recovery. 

On the other hand, ASPI- Asociación Santafesina de Profesores de Inglés- have already started to work towards the Conference to be held there in 2005. 

Representatives from Buenos Aires, Jujuy, Salta, Catamarca, La Pampa, Concepción del Uruguay,
San Juan, San Nicolás and Bahia Blanca convening at the Assembly held on March 27th discussed all the topics in the summons and then went on to elect all the members of FAAPI’s Executive Committee just this once as established in the recently amended Statutes. The Assembly proposed the re-election of President, Secretary and Treasurer. Once the motion was duly accepted and voted, something unusual and truly auspicious happened: people started nominating themselves for the remaining positions to the point of nominees outnumbering them. The matter was settled on the basis of good will and seniority in the respective Associations.
When we got word of the programme of the 7th Foreign Language Forum to be held on April 23rd through 25th we became specially interested in Round Table 3 where professional associations were going to be discussed in relation to the professional development of foreign language teachers. Teachers of all the foreign languages taught in the formal public system of education were represented in the panel so we had the chance to learn about the situation of the Associations of Teachers of German, French, Italian and Portuguese. Dr. Cristina Banfi, from APIBA, presented an interesting analysis of the development of professions since the Middle Ages to the current times. On being consulted she said her presentation would be available in APIBA’s website for those of you who might be interested.
CAFAPLEVI- Confederación Argentina de Federaciones y Asociaciones de Profesores de Lenguas Vivas- to which FAAPI belongs since its inception, was represented by its President, Graciela Cariello, Teacher of Portuguese who informed about the state of the actions undertaken to have the Statutes officially approved, possibly in 2005. One of the main difficulties for an earlier resolution lies in the different membership requirements each different foreign language association has established on the basis of their own historical development in the country. Thus, FAAPI is a Federation of Associations of Qualified Teachers of English whereas, and on the basis of the different demand for teachers qualified in other foreign languages in the educational labour market, the Associations of Teachers of German and Italian enroll their members on evidence of their teaching practice of the language. So in the end, the confederation of federations and associations of teachers of foreign languages will have to find the golden mean to become an umbrella organization, with every one of its affiliates keeping their initial profile.
In the Annual Assembly the same topic of the degree qualification not being required by IATEFL surfed up when the possibility of applying for institutional membership was discussed and the ones who opposed the motion were narrowly outvoted by 5 to 1, with 4 abstentions on the grounds of not having their respective Associations’ mandates on the issue. So, in our next Executive Meeting we will be filling in FAAPI’s application form and only after a year or more of actual membership, will we be able to assess objectively the benefits of affiliating. 
However, and just in case we might be misunderstood, the Federation remains unwavering in its commitment to the furthering of the professional teacher of English in spite of becoming a member of a wider-scope organization that does not. 
One last reference to the Foreign Languages Forum at La Feria del Libro: Educación a distancia: Autonomía en el Desarrollo Profesional, was an interesting and helpful lecture delivered by Rick Rosenberg- Office of English Language Programs- Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs- US Department of State- whose handout you may find attached to this Newsletter, with great tips to enhance both your surfing and English teaching skills by connecting to on line magazines and forums.
Those of you who are ready to associate with neighboring Associations to host an event, please say so asap, we might have something for you, provided you answer soon.
Don’t forget to send in your contributions!
Keep well, do your work and keep in touch. Kindest regards,
Prof. Norma B. Boetsch de Moraga 

Presidente FAAPI 

MISCELLANEOUS

One of the most successful comedians in the US is Minnesota born Garrison Keillor, author of several books, such as Stories from Lake Woebegone (of which there is an interesting adaptation as English teaching material), Woebegone Boy, Leaving Home, Lake Woebegone Days, The Book for Guys and many others. He hosts his three-hour radio show every Saturday on National Public Radio, not only authoring the script but also conducting it and performing his own musical compositions with great showmanship. 

Were you to feel tempted to look up in a map where in Minessotta Lake Woebegone is, don’t, because as its name suggests it is the imaginary small town where he has decided to set the daily lives of ordinary people who become alive by virtue of his wit. As a critic aptly says “Keillor’s laughs come dear, not cheap from shared virtue and good character, from reassuring us of our neighborliness and strength. His true subject is how daily life is shot through with grace. Keillor writes a prose that can be turned to laughter, to tears…, to compassion or satire, to a hundred effects. He is a brilliant parodist.” 

“The shock for a radio fan leafing through this collection, is to discover, perhaps not for the first or fifth time, that his hero is even more gifted as a writer than as an entertainer…” Time, back cover comment on “We are still married.”

“While Garrison Keillor is a magical speaker of stories, he is above all a fine writer These monologues hold up as a string of lovely vignettes and memorable portraits… The stories build upon the most ordinary, boring events of life- it is always a quiet week in Lake Woebegone- then meander through memories, detour around anecdotes, and slowly climb to peaks of quiet hilarity.’
The Cleveland Plain Dealer on the back cover of “Leaving Home”. 
His humour, though drier and more satirical, is reminiscent of that of Luis Landrisina’s ( with perhaps a touch of Dolina’s at his best) as he makes fun of everything and everybody in any of the skits in his show. 
However he is also the serious daily presenter of The Writers’ Almanac in which he usually reads a piece of the author chosen for the day. Such versatility has won him a special place in the heart of all Americans who enjoy not just a good laugh but good literature, as well. His daily leave-taking: “Keep well, do your work and keep in touch.” is the one we have quoted above.
And just in case you are a bit irked up by your daily life, we thought we might help you perk up a bit with the lyrics of the rap/ song he performed on his banjo at the beginning of his Prairie Home Companion Show one Saturday evening in October 2003, just as the cold fall weather was setting in. In case you feel very much under the weather, you could “sing along” or say, “Hey, I don’t feel like that at all!”

Life is just one darned thing after another
Wake up in the morning
And you hole out of bed
Your mouth tastes bad, there is an ache in your head
and you feel like you’ve lost a lot of IQ in the shower
It’s cold but what can you do.

Life is one thing after another
If it isn’t one thing it is bound to be the other,
If you don’t believe me, just ask your mother
Life is one darned thing after another. And another, and another, and another …
You’re naked and wet in the cold morning air
You find a hole in your underwear
The only shirt you have that’s clean is the plaid one
White, black and tangerine
The coffee-maker is busted, dog gone
And the garbage is strewn all over the lawn 
And the paper’s missing and you can’t find the phone
Now you smell gas and it isn’t your own.
Refrain
Life is just one thing after another ……

I don’t want to go on just like my father what can you do except blame your father
Once things go from bad to worse, wait for the darkness and sit and curse
The Mormons’ Witnesses have your address, there is a pain in your tooth
It feels like an abcess, 
You hear your team cheering, you know they are going to lose
You pay fifty bucks for a bad pair of shoes 
Refrain
We are all marching to the same drummer, 
marching to our weather and away from summer
and though there are many who feel the despair
there are a whole lot who are not even aware.
Refrain
Taxes are high, the stock market is down
And nobody cares for me in this town.
I’m misunderstood, no doubt about that
For the past two minutes I’ve been singing flat.

[image: image1.jpg]g) Functional Approaches to Written Text
http:/fexchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching/pubs/br/5111 toc_nof.htm

This book add-esses the gap between theory and practice in applying discourse
analysis in the classroom. Chapters include applications of contrastive rhetoric,
pedagogical summaries, information transfer, critical discourse analysis, hedging,
the voices of ¢ scourse, concordancing, genre analysis, and various functional
approaches to jrammar such as functional sentence perspective and systemic
linguistics.

h) Basic Readin ;s in U.S. Democracy |
http://exchar Jes.state.gov/education/engteaching/pubs/aminc/
brtoc_nof.ht 1

This volume is - collection of 73 historical documents that are representative of the
way American history, culture and political thought have been shaped throughout
the centuries. /. companion teacher's guide http://exchanges.state.gov/
education/en jteaching/pubs/aminc/brteachtoc_nof.htm provides a summary
of major themes, discussion questions, scenarios and exercises.

Reference NV aterials and Archives from Online Courses

a) An Essential Bibliography for English Language Teaching and
Applied Linguistics
http://exchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching/Itbib.htm

This bibliography was compiled by faculty from the Applied Linguistics Program
at Northern Arizona University and is available for downloading in three different
formats (html, Microsoft Word, Adobe PDF).

b) Africa Online Home Page
http://aei.uoregon.edu/safrica/index.htm

This 10-week online course, entitled “English Language Education: Using Web
Resources to Develop Classroom Content-based Materials,” ran from October-
December, 2001. This course highlights HIV/AIDS awareness, entrepreneurship
and Civics education and is a rich resource that can be readily adapted for other
teaching environments.

¢) Civic Education Lesson Plans
http://exchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching/civic/curric.htm

This collection of materials gives teachers practice in using English through
discussion of civil society - respecting the rights of others, the benefits and
ties of free speech, and values clarification.

Distributed by the Office of English Language Programs, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State, Layout by U.S. Regional Program Office, Vienna - 2004





Dirección Postal: España 425 4°D – 4400 SALTA, ARGENTINA
E-mail: norbeboe@arnet.com.ar - Web page: http://www.faapi.org.ar



