[image: image1.jpg]


   

   FEDERACIÓN ARGENTINA DE ASOCIACIONES 

   DE PROFESORES DE INGLÉS

     Personería Jurídica 133 "F"  

     CUIT 30-68537160-6

FAAPI’s NEWSLETTER 5

January / February 2005

Dear all:

If you have surfed our website you may have noticed the IATEFL (International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language) logo and our Associate number 14987 which you will need to quote in case you are a member of one of FAAPI’s Member Associations and you want to enjoy any of its proposals at a reduced rate.

All Member Associations should have received the IATEFL Associates’ Handbook by now. In case they haven’t they should claim it so that all members are informed of the advantages FAAPI’s Associate status brings them.

We have also received the IATEFL bi-monthly December 2004/ January 2005 newsletter named Issues whose stated objective  is linking, developing and supporting English teaching professionals worldwide.

As the Agreement allows one issue per Associate, for the time being and until we can devise more efficient ways of making at least one copy available to every Association we will comment on the six feature articles published in the special “IATEFL Issues” section.

Just now, let me  tell you that I found  John Anderson’s “The holi-teflers” the closest to our experience since it describes situations and feelings most of us may have experienced  at one time or other in our professional lives, particularly when he comments on his family members’ reactions to his job,  sic, …”I first realized that people in the outside world weren’t entirely in awe of the career I had ….”; “ compared to the mainstream teaching profession, we aren’t so much seen as a second cousin, more as the illegitimate offspring of a secondary school teacher and someone who fancies  going to France …”; and others. We all know that even Ministers of Education seem to be less aware of the professional standing of our career than of that of the rest of the subjects in the school curricula.  Perhaps as the author suggests when he mentions the industry, we should try to awake them and other government authorities to the fact that unless something is done to reverse the process, things will get worse and the quality of EFLT will be affected in public schools where the rights of tenured teachers in any subject have been privileged over the rights of students to have the best qualified professionals to ensure them better chances to learn EFL.

In the Regular Column Section, Jennifer Jenkins’ acquaints us with yet another acronym – ELF, English as a Lingua Franca, to warn us of the need to look at the demands such status has placed on both specialists and EFL educators since it is developing as a variety on its own.

  The Editor’s name will ring a bell in many Argentine Teachers’ minds for he was responsible for  “ELT News and Views” that foundered as many other publications in the last local financial morass so we are very happy to see him  doing so well in this wider-reaching one. As you may have guessed by now, we are speaking of Martin Eayrs whose parting letter almost broke our hearts which rejoice to renew contact with him this way!

The fact that our IATEFL Associate status demands exchanging Newsletters will undoubtedly require more participation of both member institutions and their individual members to be up to the international challenge.  

This issue includes a short account of the history of the Instituto de Enseñanza Superior en Lenguas Vivas “Juan Ramon Fernández”, which celebrated its centennial last year, contributed by its Principal Prof. Maria Teresa Cañás de Davis. 

We are very grateful to all the member Associations for pitching in and helping us spread the news of FAAPI 2005 Conference in their annual seminars. But we should put emphasis on APIT’S special effort for they did it on our request in the SEGUNDAS JORNADAS INTERNACIONALES del NOA PARA PROFESORES de INGLES, organized

by Instituto de ENSEÑANZA SUPERIOR “LOLA MORA”, on the spur of the moment when we learnt of the event and responding instantly to our request. We should also remark on the immediate response of the organizing institution.

Looking back on the past year which started with such low expectations, we can joyously say that somehow we managed to reinforce contacts, start new ones and strengthen our will to enhance the bonds among English teaching professionals 

 When this reaches you, you will probably be trying to shake the holiday sand off your shoes and your spirits to resume your working responsibilities with renewed energies, so we wish you all the best both in your professional and private lives in the beginning academic year and expect your comments and contributions.

Best regards,

Norma Beatriz Boetsch                                                     Ana Maria Torres

                                    President                                                                             Secretary
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Interest Group name Detaits

Business English Business Englsh SIG (BESIG) is for anyone with an intorest n the use of English for business purposos.

Computers ‘Computer SIG is for any members interested In the application of new technologies in learning,
teaching or teacher training of English.

ELT Management ELT Management SIG is for people interested in developing their management capabillies in the
increasingly challenging field of ELT

EsoL The ES(O)L SIG is for people with an interest in the teaching and learming of English as a second or
other language.

Esp This SIG is for anyone interested in English for Specific Purposes (ESP), such as medicine, law and
engineering

Global Issues. Global Issues SIG (GISIG) is for anyone with an interest n how issues of global importance impact upon

English teaching and learning.

Learner Independence _ Learner Independence SIG s for anyone with an interest in enabling learers to learn independently.

Literature Media and _Litorature, Media and Cultural Studios SIG s for anyone nvolved in teaching o using lterature, media

Cultural Studies or cultural and interculural studies in EFL/ESL contexts.

Pronunciation Pronunciation SIG (PronSIG) is for teachers interested in integrating pronunciation skils with language
teaching.

Research " The Research SIG is for anyone interested in doing, sharing, and learning about allforms of research in

English Language teaching

Teacher Development  Teacher Development SIG is for teachers interested in the interplay between the personal and
professional dovelopment of teachers.

Teacher Trainers Toacher Trainers and Educators (TTEG) SIG i for anyone involved in the training and professional
and Educators. development of ELT teachers.
Testing, Evaluation Testing, Evaluation and Assessment SIG (TEASIG) s for anyone involved in this important aspect

and Assessment Of ELT.
Young Learners Young Learners SIG is for teachers involved in the teaching of children and teenagers.





1904 – 2004

Instituto de Enseñanza Superior en Lenguas Vivas

“Juan Ramón Fernández”

Teacher Training in Living Languages Institute “Juan Ramon Fernández” was created in 1904 by President Julio Argentino Roca, egged on by his Education Minister, Juan Ramon Fernández, as the first Argentine public institution specializing in training foreign language teachers.

From the start, the college had intensive teaching foreign language application  primary and  secondary schools where the trainees practiced teaching  and rehearsed new technologies.

As time went by, the institution grew not only in size but also in academic standing and modified its organization, broadened its educational proposals with new languages,  degree and post-graduate careers and specialties and updated its teaching methods and pedagogical resources thus serving as a model for other foreign language teacher-training colleges nationwide.

As a contribution to continuing professional development  education, this EFLT training college has published  the magazine Lenguas Vivas since 2001 and started research projects in the field over the past years. The Further Study Colloquia and the Seminar on Translation Studies were started in 2004 to create  institutional study and discussion groups with the interaction of both teachers and students of this and other institutions whose study and research objectives are related to the specialty.-


iatefl issues

Sharing a look inside

Contents

Feature Articles

· Informed choices in error correction, Chantal Hemmi. EdD in TEFL, Exeter University

The author considers how our approach to correction might be affected by the kind of English our learners are exposed to and emphasizes the importance of a new kind of global communicative competence on the part of English language educators considering the learners’  needs and interests besides the different work environments and communities where they are going to use their English.

…“In a sense, the role of the teacher is that of a kind of informant with a global awareness of the different varieties of English.”

“In an era of ongoing shifts in the English language itself, awareness of the different forms of English and usage of vocabulary may become an important aspect of teacher development for the future.” 
· Honesty, Deak Kirkham

The author, who works in London, starts the new occasional series about what qualities make a good teacher with a look at honesty by quoting “Honesty is such a lonely word,” sang Billy Joel.”

“Concerning colleagues, as every assessor knows, honesty comes hard and can cause hurt, …” , especially, …”when you stick your neck out to say what you really think about a colleague’s opinion of a class.” 

“Concerning myself, honesty is tightly bound up with that area of professional practice which is less popular than many, the terrors of self-assessment…” …”Teachers have everything to gain by a regular honest look at their own practice. Attaining this goal requires regular time set aside for reflective and critical self-analysis executed with a readiness to be proud of yourself and tough with yourself as appropriate.  Honesty means saying a “well-done” when deserved,…”  “…but the honest and considered admission of ”can do better is the first step towards the reality of “is doing better.”  

· The holi-tefler, John Anderson. CELTA and Trinity Certificate Trainer, currently working as English Language Specialist for British Council Taipei 

The author paints a cynical, yet painfully familiar picture of EFL from a Non Specialist point of view. Where the NS must refer to the outsiders who recruit EFL teachers. 

He starts by describing his perception (…..” five years after I’d first fallen into EFL life, that people in the outside world weren’t entirely in awe of the career I had inadvertently happened upon.” … “The problem is that, compared to mainstream teaching profession, we aren’t so much seen as a second cousin, more as the illegitimate offspring of a secondary-school teacher and someone who fancies going to France to do some strawberry picking for the summer.”

Hence the holi-teflers coinage: holi- for holidays and teflers for teachers of English as a foreign language derogatorily applied to those who take advantage of the fact that as a EFL Teacher you “ can slap a thousand quid on the table, spend four or five weeks on a course where the maximum number of hours you’ll actually teach will probably still be less than your first day at work, and jet off more or less anywhere you want.”… “In fact, if you’re feeling adventurous, skip steps one, two and jump straight into the jetting off bit. You more than likely won’t get a job with International House or the British Council, but you’ll find a job in most countries. This is specially true of Taiwan, where I happen to be sat writing this, and where an untrained , inexperienced, white-faced foreigner can get a job over a Chinese-American with several years’ experience and a Masters Degree. 

Isn’t there anything the industry- I’m tempted to put inverted –commas there, but that would be self-defeating- can do to reverse the process, or at least put a halt to it before it gets any worse?

For a start we should stop making things easy for people who aren’t suited for the profession or don’t take it seriously”

After a biting critique of the slap-dash way the holi-teflers deliver the courses they are paid to teach, he turns on to “Professionals would need to take a somewhat longer course, more like a diploma but less theoretical and heavier on the teaching element.” And he rounds off his article on the requirements for “ holi-teflers who  get sick of travelling, actually start to enjoy the teaching work and are willing to swap the idea of ever earning a decent wage,” … and   “…….can still go on and do the Diploma if they want. They will need two years of experience in the “profession” (for it will have become such) and a blood alcohol level lower than 0.08.”

· Finding sponsors, Brana Lisic ELT and Science Manager at the British Council Belgrade 

The author looked at the process of finding sponsors from the first phone call to the final thank you note and describes the process “as a journey in which as with any other trip if we don’t have a map and timetable we will get lost”

· Learning in spite of teachers, Usha Saikumar Head of department Of English at the MOP Vashnay College for Women, Chennai, India. Author of grammar and communicative activities books for undergraduate students.
The title quotes a scathing saying from a different perspective, that of an Indian trainer in an ESL community, where English is the language of instruction.
Acting as a resource person for a development workshop for high school teachers handling English at the  8TH-10th standards, the author observed a significant downtrend in their “mastery” of English.  The teachers at the workshop had majored in Math or Social Studies and “also” taught English. Though they were excellent teachers in their chosen subjects, English was given step-motherly treatment.” 

 “The author comments on the fact  that  “earlier there was not much of a difference between the standards of students who came out of a government school or a private school other than a strong “indigenous accent””. …..”Nowadays students seem to have lost the desire to improve their language skills. THE ROOT CAUSE FOR THIS DIFFERENCE LIES IN THE TEACHERS THEMSELVES- they lack motivation and are also not being provided with the necessary teaching aids. The teachers are therefore being given “enrichment programs” to keep up their morale and make them more interested language teachers.”  

Sounds familiar?  
· The EFL teacher as a humaniser, Francisco Gomez de Matos  The author is an applied linguist from Recife, Brazil and has taught at the Federal University of Pernambuco and at the Catholic University of SAO Paolo. He is the author of Criatividade no Ensibo de Ingles.
He suggests ways that all of us should humanize our approach to teaching because in spite of all the advances made in the study of all kinds of professional knowledge expected of teachers of English ( and other languages) , the fact is that the humanizing dimension tends to be left out. He sees “the teacher of English as a humanizer as a professional who shares a belief in such fundamental values as human rights, justice, peace, and dignity and who applies them in his/ her teaching of English as well as outside the classroom.” …”The usual meanings found in reference works are too narrow a perception of humanizing, a powerful socio-communicative force available to human beings.”

He provides an open-ended eight statement self checklist  as a part of an in-depth analysis/ self-evaluation of whether we are humanizing teachers, starting with viewing and applying ELT as a system for helping learners grow as individuals and as members of communities, both inside and across cultures and closing with the suggestion that other items can easily be added by you and your students, in a spirit of truthful sharing and invites us to take on the challenge of creating other ways of teaching English humaninzingly.

The Contents also include Regular Columns,

· The ABC of ELT …..”ELF”.  In this issue Jennifer Jenkins- Senior Lecturer at King’s College , where she teaches World Englishes, Socio-linguistics and Phonology/ Phonetics-  looks at English asa Lingua Franca.

Given that English is the first language of only around 25 per cent of the world’s English speakers (Crystal, 2003), speakers who engage in ELF interactions are non-native speakers  of English communicating with each other. This means that EFL is rather different from EFL (English as a Foreign Language) whose goal of learning is to be able to interact with native speakers of English and whose norms are therefore those of English as a Native Language. ELF has come to be preferred by researchers because it both highlights the predominant use of this kind of English, i.e. as a lingua franca among non-native speakers, and pre-empts misinterpretations of the word “international”, which is sometimes wrongly assumed to refer to international native speaker varieties.  

· Working week, Guest Diarist: Diego Rascon. PhD student of English Language at the University of Jaen, Spain, currently working as a Spanish language assistant at the University of Northumbria.

Diego Rascon’s journal records his personal memory of IATEFL’s International Conference held in Liverpool in April 2004.

· Activities for busy teachers, Chaz Pugliese  Paris- based teacher and trainer whose interests are Teaching for Understanding, Multiple Intelligences and promoting dialongue in the classroom, welcomes suggestions for activities. Write to Chaz at chazppugliese@noos.fr
This Issues’ activities have been contributed by Zozia Grudzinska (Poland) and Daniel Jensse, Belgium. The former’s, “Find me there” consists in a visualization exercise in which students are invited to close their eyes and imagine a scene following the trainer’s description- not too detailed – and then to place themselves anywhere there and to think what they were doing and how they were feeling. The activity may be finished there if used as a filler or  may be continued with a follow-up in which students draw/ write/ tell about their reflections and imagination.

The latter’s “Picture Biographies” provides an active framework for meaningful interaction in pairs about the events each student decided to illustrate in four pictures (on a paper numbered 1). Learners are provided with questions such as how many events… , when…, where .., who..with… , etc without either of them having a chance to look at the other’s drawings.

No direct questions about the pictures, such as What did you draw? or How did you illustrate this event? are allowed. 

When every student has had a chance to interview their partner and has drawn their own version of the other’s period of life (on a page numbered 2), pairs compare their four drawings and discuss the differences. (5 minutes)

Next, the step 1 pictures are displayed on the walls. Students walk around trying to guess who is responsible for them.

Finally Step 2 pictures are handed out and students are asked to match them to the corresponding Step 1 drawings. 

· Web issues, Adrian Tennant
In this issue’s column Adrian Tennant looks at EAP (English for Academic Purposes)

· Materials reviews, Editor Wayne Trotman
Inside IATEFL section,

· IATEFL announcements

· Focus on the SIG’s provides not only news about some of the latest
developments but also “A reminder of IATEFL’s Special Interest Groups’
topic list supplemented by a list of SIGS Contacts in the Who’s who in IATEFL Section on pp 26/ 27, whose insert you will find scanned below.

 



Miscellanea

* AJPI President Marcela Burgos Pawlak’s usually beaming smile became absolutely brighter and wider  when she proudly announced her first son had been born some days before,  on a chance  encounter in the Baby Section in a known Salta department store some time about 15 December. Congratulations and best wishes to the happy parents!

* The Holi-teflers article reminded me that more than once I got a card with a name and the legend British Citizen under it proffered on asking a would-be holi-teffler for proof of  teaching qualifications.

* A second recollection along the same line: On climbing the steps to the stage to formally open Conference 2003, the local Minister of Education whispered to FAAPI President,

“You know, I might have been your colleague..”

“Really, did you ever attend a training college?”

“No, but I almost finished the final year at the local Cultura…”

“Ah, but then you’d just have been trained to take the teacher training college entrance examination,” she answered.

However, the underlying connotation was lost on the Minister of Education who should have known by then that professional teachers of English are qualified in either tertiary or university colleges! 

*    Republica de Cromañon tragedy has undoubtedly moved us beyond words for the very choice of the name creates consequent connotations but also because it shows us how primitive our society is in its inconsequential approach to planning.

But nothing positive will come out of it unless ………..  

We are sure you can contribute an excellent checklist to complete the statement!  We promise to publish the ones we get by March 31 in our next issue,


Words to live by

 compiled by Donna Gephart for Family Circle

Laughter is the best medicine.

The person who knows how to laugh at himself will never cease to be amused. Shirley MacLaine.

Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves. Sir James Matthew Barrie, author of “Peter Pan”.

Humor is just another defense against the universe. Mel Brooks

Humor is a rubber sword- it allows you to make a point without drawing blood. Mary Hirsch.

Nobody ever died of laughter. Marx Beerbohm.

Laughter is the tonic, the relief, the surcease for pain. Charlie Chaplin.

Everything is funny as long as it is happening to somebody else. Will Rogers.

Laughter is the closest distance between two people. Victor Borge


Hear from you soon?

FAAPI Executive Committee
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